Inferior right hepatic vein on routine contrast-enhanced CT of the abdomen: prevalence and correlation with right hepatic vein size.
To determine the prevalence of the inferior right hepatic vein (IRHV) in patients undergoing routine contrast-enhanced computed tomography (CECT) of the abdomen and to compare it with the size of the right hepatic vein (RHV). Two hundred and twenty-four consecutive patients who underwent routine CECT abdomen, with adequate venous opacification, were included in the study. The number and diameter of IRHVs and the diameter of the RHV was noted in each case. A total of 214 IRHVs were detected in 126 cases (56.2%) with a mean diameter of 4.15±1.44 mm. The number of IRHVs ranged from one to four (more than one IRHV was present in 39.7% [50/126] of cases). In approximately one-third of cases (46/126), an IRHV ≥5 mm was found. A weak negative correlation was found between size of the RHV and IRHV (Pearson's correlation coefficient -0.222; p=0.01). The RHV was smaller in size in patients with an IRHV (7.34±1.88 mm) than in patients without an IRHV (8.47±1.99 mm) on CECT abdomen. A larger IRHV was associated with a smaller RHV (6.91±2.05 mm). The presence of IRHV on routine CECT abdomen is frequent, and it is not uncommon to encounter more than one IRHV. The diameter of the IRHV has a weak negative correlation with the diameter of the RHV, and a smaller RHV is found in patients with an IRHV.